Introduction
In 2012, the International Pediatric Simulation Society (IPSS, the "Society") began discussions with Cureus.com, to develop a portal allowing IPSS members to publish their pediatric simulation work. Since 2014, IPSS members have been able to publish their work on the IPSS Cureus channel (www.cureus.com/channels/ipss). Selected Society members perform an editorial review on all articles submitted through the Society's channel. This service is provided at no cost to IPSS members as Cureus has no associated publication fees.
All publications on the IPSS Cureus channel are indexed in PubMed Central, the largest repository of biomedical literature in the world [1] . In turn, PubMed Central is itself indexed in Web of Science (WOS), one of the two largest multi-discipline repositories of scholarly data currently in existence [2] .
In order to better understand the usage of the channel, the authors conducted the following study to examine the publication activity and impact of the articles published on the channel. Our specific aim was to attempt to answer the question: What are the publication activity and scholarly impact of the IPSS Cureus channel?
Materials And Methods
Publication activity on the IPSS Cureus channel was analyzed using the channel's Administrative Dashboard. Data on views and downloads were collected from April 18, 2014 to December 31, 2018 (55 months). Manuscript type, manuscript submission date, publication date, total views, and total downloads for each article were analyzed. Since the longer an article was able to be viewed or downloaded would increase its chances of being viewed or downloaded, the number of views and downloads was measured against the length of time the article had been published in order to give a more accurate measurement of the interest generated by each publication.
The Administrative Dashboard was used to perform an analysis of the IPSS Cureus channel's publication cycle. The dashboard provides the dates of all events pertaining to the publication cycle of any manuscript. The overall length of time between submission and final publication was determined, as were the time points between key steps in the process. The total time from submission to publication was broken into four distinct phases:
1. First editorial review: Once the submitting author requests a manuscript to go into Peer Review, the IPSS Cureus channel editors and one of the Cureus editorial staff perform separate editorial reviews in sequence. The manuscript must pass both editorial reviews to be moved forward to Peer Review.
2. Peer review: This is the length of time the manuscript is being reviewed by members of the Cureus community and the authors are responding to the recommendations of the reviewers. When the authors feel they have answered the reviewers' questions, the submitting author requests publication.
3. Second editorial review: Prior to publication, the IPSS Cureus channel editors and the Cureus editor again review the manuscript, this time focusing on the reviewers' comments and the authors' responses. Both also make a final copy edit to meet the requirements of the PubMed Central indexing service. Again, the manuscript must pass both editorial reviews to be approved for publication.
4. Publication process: When a manuscript has been approved for publication, a final migration from the Cureus editing system to permanent storage takes place and a digital object identifier (DOI) number is assigned to the paper. Once a paper has a unique DOI, it is considered published and is available on the Cureus.com online journal.
The Cureus Scholarly Impact Quotient™ (SIQ™) was examined for each article. The SIQ™ is assigned by Cureus members' ranking of the article on a ten-point Likert scales [3] . The SIQ™ assigns a point value from 1 to 10 in each of the: clarity of background and rationale, clinical importance, study design and methods, data analysis, the novelty of conclusions, and quality of presentation. The assigned scores are averaged to reach an overall SIQ™ value. The SIQ™ is not displayed until at least two members of the Cureus community have provided their evaluation.
Publication impact metrics for each publication, including the number of times each article was cited and in which journals, were collected using Google Scholar (GS) and Web of Science (WOS) [2, 4] . The "latency period" -i.e., the time between publication a given work and the publication of the first article to cite that work -was also analyzed. Our assumption was that a shorter latency period was associated with a higher impact publication. Because some published sources do not provide the exact date of publication, the authors employed a consistent method for estimating the citation's publication date. In calculating the date of publication when only the month and year were provided, the date was set to the first day of the calendar month. In the one case where only the year was provided, June 1st of that year was used [5] .
Statistical analysis
Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics. Numeric data are provided using percentages (%), means, and standard deviations (SD).
Results
A total of 15 articles by 12 first authors were published on the IPSS Cureus channel during the study period. Ten articles (66%) were original articles (OA), four (27%) were technical reports (TR), and one (7%) was a review article (RA). The complete list of channel publications can be found in Table 1 .
Published Article Type
Burns https://www.cureus.com/articles/3622-virtual-reality-for-pediatric-sedation-a-randomized-controlled-trial-usingsimulation [20] . The number of publications peaked in 2015. See Figure 1 . In each case, the authorship was specific to a single country; no group of authors spanned two or more countries. Ten articles were produced by people affiliated to US institutions, three were from the UK, and two were authored by individuals associated with the Canadian universities and medical centers.
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FIGURE 1: Publications per year on the IPSS Cureus Channel
IPSS: International Pediatric Simulation Society
Views and downloads
The 15 articles were viewed a total of 11,045 times for an average of 736 views per article (SD: 1102) and downloaded in PDF format a total of 6,690 times, averaging 446 downloads per article (SD: 234) during the period of study. The highest number of views for a single article was 4,270 [16] . The highest number of downloads for a single article was 915 [17] .
The views per day and downloads per day for each article are provided in Figure 2 . The mean views per day was 0.7 (SD: 0.6). The mean downloads per day was 0.5 (SD 0.1). The authors further checked if there was a difference in the viewing and download rates between the types of articles published. Because only one RA had been published during the study period, the results are inconclusive, but no appreciable difference was noted between the OA and TR types in either the viewing or downloading rates. See The publication cycle
The mean number of days between submission to publication was 46 days (SD: 28). The mean number of days spent in the first editorial review was 11 (SD 12) . The mean number of days spent in peer review was 22 (SD : 20) . The mean number of days spent in the second editorial review was 12 (SD: 12). The mean number of days spent in the publication process was one (SD: 2). A graph showing the time each article spent in each of the phases can be found in Figure 3 . On average, the peer review phase accounted for 48% of the publication process. 
Scholarly impact quotient™
Of the 15 articles, only six have achieved the required two rankings to receive a SIQ™ [10, 11, 13, 16, [19] [20] . Only one had four rankings [13] . All six of the ranked articles were rated above the midpoint score of 5.0 on the ten-point scale, with a mean score of 6.7 (SD: 0.8).
Impact analysis
The 15 articles were cited a total of 36 times (average 2.5 citations per article). The citations are presented in Table 3 , and the distribution of citations is shown in Figure 4 .
FIGURE 4: Citation counts for articles published on the IPSS
Cureus channel
The global reach of the IPSS Cureus channel can be estimated from the countries where the citations originated, and the languages used in the cited articles. Table 3 shows that while most of the citing sources originated in the United States and English was the predominant language, four of the citing articles were written in Spanish, two in Portuguese, and one each in Arabic and Ukrainian. and original language Figure 5 shows the latency periods for each article cited. The mean latency period for the 11 articles cited was 437 days (SD: 274 days). The longest latency period was 923 days, while the shortest latency period was 174 days [16, 20] . 
Discussion
Our analysis shows an overall low level of publication activity on the IPSS Cureus channel with only 15 publications over 55 months. Publications on the channel have decreased over time, further indicating that the channel is underused by IPSS members. Published articles, however, appear to have a large impact regarding views, downloads, and citations. TRs compare favorably to original articles in terms of views and downloads, being viewed and downloaded slightly more than original articles. Increased member awareness may increase article submissions. We hope that providing this detailed analysis of the impact of articles on the IPSS Cureus channel will foster more interest in using the channel by IPSS members.
Because a relatively small number of articles have been published on the IPSS Cureus channel over the past 55 months, performing anything beyond a descriptive analysis was not possible. However, we feel our analysis uncovered some interesting points. First, 11 of the articles had a wide impact, both in terms of the journals and other publications that cited them, but also through the authorship of the articles citing them. All the articles published on the channel were authored by groups within the same country and mostly within the same institutions. The sources that cited them, however, showed a far greater international variety. Six of the 37 citations to IPSS Cureus channel publications were authored by international teams. Eight sources were originally published in languages other than English from countries ranging from Spain, Chile, and the Dominican Republic (Spanish) to Brazil (Portuguese) to Morocco (Arabic) and Ukraine (Ukrainian). In one case, a citation to an IPSS Cureus channel publication was from a protocol on the treatment of gastroschisis, a rare birth defect, issued by the Ministry of Public Health of the Dominican Republic [21] .
The statistics on views and download rates per day presented some noteworthy anomalies. The most viewed article was the first one published on the channel [16] . This would be expected since it has been available longer than any other article, but the views per day (2.5) were almost twice that of the next highest number of views per day (1.4) [10, 15] . The authors are unable to fully explain this phenomenon.
The most downloaded article was a TR from 2015 with 915 downloads during the study period or a mean of 0.8 downloads per day [17] . This was 25% more than the next highest number of downloads per day of 0.6 [6, 19] . The high rate of download may be partially explained by the nature of the TR itself, which described a simple, inexpensive method of simulating vaginal dilation and effacement. That type of TR may have attracted significant attention in low resource areas of the world. Unfortunately, the authors had no data on where the downloads originated, and hence, they could not test this hypothesis.
This study has several limitations. The lack of data on where views and downloads originate limits the ability to measure the overall global impact of the publications on the IPSS Cureus channel. Other limitations of this study include the lack of any comparison group of articles from outside the channel and the small population of articles being studied. Finally, the lack of data on views and downloads over time limits the ability to make inferences regarding the sustained interest in each article.
Conclusions
Our analysis of the IPSS Cureus channel publication activity shows that publications on the channel have a clear impact. The channel offers a rapid submission-to-publication cycle with an average publication turn-around of less than two months, faster than most other peerreviewed medical journals.
The next step in the analysis of the IPSS Cureus channel will be to determine a reference collection of Cureus articles to use as a control group and then reevaluate the impact of the channel against that of the comparison group. A complete bibliometric examination of the Cureus journal might also show interesting trends and present further support for the Cureus model of medical information dissemination.
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